March 1751. March 1753]
Lcilmitz Piece IN nowhere. For ci^ht months the highest Autlioritioa 1m vo l)con looking about (with ono knows not what vivacity or skill in. HGarchlng), and liavo found nothing wlmlovcr.' Slngo rocond of the finiHlioH in thiH innnnor.
How lucky for the Perpetual President, had he stopped here ! To Kiinig and the common contradiction of sinners he could have opposed, as it was apparently his purpose to do, an Olympian silence, THlmw!' Whereby the small matter, interesting to few, would have dropped gently into dubiety, into oblivion, and boon got well rid of. But this of the great Leibnitz, touching on one's Law qf Thrift \ and not only ' discovering 1 it, half a century beforehand, but discovering that it was not true: to Leibnitz one must speak; — and the abstruse ip.uwt.ion in, What is one to say p 'Find me the original; Ictus be certain, first:' that you can say; that is one clear point ; and pretty much the only one. The rest, at this time, as I conjecture, may have been not a little abstruse to the Perpetual President !
And now, had the Perpetual President but stopped here, there might still have rested n saving shadow of suspicion on Kiinig'Vi Kxccrpt, Thai, it was not exact, that it might be wrong in some vital point: ..... 'You never showed me the Original, Monsieur!'' Unluckily, the Perpetual President did not slop, OIK; cannol. well fancy him believing, now or ever, that Konig had forged the Kxecrpt. Most likely he had the fatal persuasion thai, these were Leibnitz's words; and the question, What WHS to be said or done, if the Original should turn up '< might justly be alarming to a Son of the Pure .Sciences. Hut at this point a new door of escape disclosed itself : 'Where, in the Original, I say!1-— and he rushed, full speed, into that; galloping triumphantly, feeling all safe.
(Molmr 7tli (I7t>l), iMnujinrliilN HIIIIIIIIOIIH hln Academy: "McutiiourH, permit, mo to milmiit it rums perlmpH requiring your attention. Ono of our ntimlmr diNHeulH JVont your 1'reHiilent'H Dincovory of tlio Law of Tlinit; which MI rely ho IH free, to do: lmt furthermore he givoH an Kxrerpl. purpiirling to lie from I.e.ilmiU; whoruhy it would appear